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3. A British Islam 

    The Guardian, Wednesday 25 December 2013 21.00 GMT  

The embarrassing turnaround by Marks & Spencer (Report, 24 December), revoking their policy to 

allow Muslim personnel not to handle alcoholic or pork products, must be applauded. It's a major 

triumph for common sense against emerging Wahhabi-Salafi extremism in the UK. During the past 

decade, numerous Saudi-funded institutions and clergy in Britain have led an insidious theological 

campaign to impose primitive tribal mores and cultural rigidity of the most backward land of Islam 

upon British Muslims. Sadly, many ill-informed followers of the faith have been programmed by 

Wahhabi-Salafi fanatics to believe that the touching of alcohol or pork is impermissible in Islam. They 

have also been duped by these ultra-conservative zealots about gender segregation, female head-

covering (hijab), face-masking (niqab) and other non-scriptural "customs". 

(…) 

Dr T Hargey 

Director and imam, Muslim Educational Centre of Oxford 
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