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SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT
Sustainable development is all about  
finding solutions that guarantee  
our growth with the inclusion of 
all social groups in development  
processes. 

Sustainable development of local 
governments, implemented on the 
basis of decisions of commune 
authorities, consists in taking into 
account many factors, including 
environmental, social, educational, 
normative and economic ones.  
 
In this perspective it will only be 
possible to solve local problems 
properly.
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Gothenburg (Sweden) - the heating network created 
here heats almost 90% of the blocks in the city, using 

renewable sources.  
[https://biznestuba.pl/featured/7-przykladow-inicjatyw-na-rzecz-zrownowazonego-rozwoju-w-szwecji/; ; 

access on 28.03.2020]

Stockholm (Sweden) - modern, fully self-sufficient 
housing estate in the area of the former port, in 

addition with use of geothermal energy  
[https://www.bryla.pl/bryla/56,85298,14412922,Sztokholm__Ekologiczna_perelka_europejskich_miast.html; ; 

access on 28.03.2020]

Växjö (Sweden) - called “the most ecological city in 
Europe”; elimination of fossil fuels and replacing them 

with renewable energy sources. 
[https://biznestuba.pl/featured/7-przykladow-inicjatyw-na-rzecz-zrownowazonego-rozwoju-w-szwecji/; 

access on 28.03.2020] 

SUSTAINABLE CITIES

ICONIC EXAMPLES
Zurich (Switzerland) 
- smart management of heating, cooling 
and energy systems 
- maintaining cleanliness 
- urban space planning 
- reducing energy consumption: “2000-watt 
society” 
- tax on CO2 emissions 
- modernisation of urban transportation 
- green city district

Seul (South Korea) 
- spatial planning 
- 5 main city development programs  
- river revitalization (creating green places around the 
river banks for rest and recreation) 
- closing of fast traffic roads in the city center 
- use of renewable energy sources 
- the world cup park – park built on the landfill 
- nanjido eco park restoration from waste dumping 
site project

POLAND

Warsaw 
- modern architecture 
- the highest percentage of people conducting 
business activity 
- GDP per capita in Warsaw is up to 200% higher  
than the national average 
- 15 state-owned and over  
60 private universities 
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Torun 
- decorating and greening subsequent areas 
- environmentally aware community 
- investments in gas-fired plant and plans to 
build a geothermal heating plant 
- active unemployment fighting efforts 
- UNESCO inscribed 
medieval buildings
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

01       SOCIETY

02     ENVIRONMENT

03     ECONOMY

Environmental factors including  
green areas, environmental quality,  
resource consumption

Evaluates the factors affecting 
quality of life of residents

Evaluates the factors affecting  
the quality of life of residents

While assessing the level of 
sustainable development,  
scientists  take into account 
primarily three categories: 
society, environment, 
economy. 
 
The standard of living of future 
generations is threatened by 
insufficient respect for 
environmental resources, 
insufficient access of residents 
to public services, or the lack 
of a specific vision of 
development. 
 
Warsaw achieved the best 
result in the overall ranking. It 
took first place in the social 
and economic sphere, but in 
the area of the environment it 
is only on the 44th position. 
 
The podium of the ranking is 
supplemented by Toruń and 
Wrocław. These are large 
developed cities that are 
regional economic centers.  
It may be surprising that the 
top of the ranking is not

 dominated by the richest cities that have larger investment budgets.

Arcadis is a leading global design and consulting company for the 
natural environment and buildings. The report was developed by 

Arcadis in cooperation with scientists from the Wrocław University of 
Economics 

ABOUT ARCADIS

Most of the respondents - 88 respondents 
(79.3%) segregate garbage

Among the activities aimed at improving 
relaxation zones, the largest number of 
respondents asks for revitalization / construction 
of bicycle paths

In the context of sustainable development, 
the most interesting activities are meetings 
at outdoor events and picnics.

In Poland,  places associated as sustainable / 
green are primarily Puszcza Bialowieska. 
Whereas green / ecological places from the 
world are Scandinavia with Amazonia.

LOCAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SURVEY CAWI The own research survey, based on 111 respondents, was aimed at using examples of sustainable development  and assessing them 
through the prism of the applicability of these methods in Poland

“To achieve sustainable development, environmental 
protection should be an integral part of the development 
process.  

The most frequently mentioned was the answer 
modernization of roads / tracks - 79 responses 
(71.2%)

Based on the collected data and theory, it can be concluded that many people see sustainability as an 
important element of life.  
 
Part of the society does not see places or areas in Poland that can be most associated with a green place. 
Perhaps in this situation it is worth considering whether the ideas of the concept of sustainable 
development should not be modeled on the methods used abroad. 
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